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13. 	Guildford Lane Heritage Precinct 

Background History 

Although part of the initial 1837 subdivision and the early land sales, the northern part of the 
CBD remained largely undeveloped for the first decade of the new Port Phillip settlement. 
Sutherland Street, running north south had been formed by 1850, but the block had few buildings 
by this time and even included a cattle yard on the northwest corner of Lonsdale and Latrobe 
Streets. After the gold rush however, the pressure to accommodate and service ever increasing 
numbers of gold-seeking immigrants, saw a dramatic increase in development of the northern city 
blocks. Hoddle's grid plan of the city with 10 chain street blocks divided into 1/4 acre allotments, 
with frontages to the main streets and service lanes (the little streets) at the rear, was far too 
generous to house this new population. La Trobe's decision to withhold land from sale within the 
central area exacerbated the land shortage and saw private subdivision into ever-smaller 
tenements. Much of the re-subdivision was ad hoc and resulted in a maze of irregular and 
unconnected laneways. However, the block bounded by Little Lonsdale, Queen, Elizabeth and 
Latrobe Streets appears to have been more systematically planned. 

The gold rush resulted in many dense developments of small tenements, including in this precinct 
around Guildford Lane In 1900 the MMBW map of the buildings in Melbourne shows Guild 
Lane, then named Little Lonsdale Street, bounded by many small houses with rear yards and 
outhouses facing Flanagan Lane and McLean Alley. Intermixed are buildings taking up the whole 
allotments — probably with an industrial or warehouse use. Similar residential precincts with very 
small houses were located in the internal lanes and streets south of Latrobe Street in the blocks 
between Spring and Russell Street and south of Lonsdale Street around Tavistock Place. 

In the twentieth century, with many better options for residential amenity outside the city, 
industry took over the residential sites in the precinct. By the 1920s the transformation was 
complete. Brick buildings which complied with the fire control and light provisions which 
followed the Melbourne Building Act of 1849, lead to a remarkably uniform physical outcome. 
The printing and associated industries located here, where the small premises were ideally suited 
to their small businesses servicing the central city and the legal precinct. The narrow lanes were 
no impediment to the small-scale functions of this group. 

Guildford Lane appears to have missed the 1920s wave of city redevelopment, when financial 
institutions, large office blocks and larger warehouses and factories transformed both the east and 
west of the CBD grid. Possibly the early 1850s three street subdivision within the Hoddle block; 
and the resulting small depth to adjacent properties facing the main streets, ensured smaller 
premises which precluded large amalgamations of the small lots within. As a result, there may be 
archaeological evidence of the post 1850 housing surviving below the existing buildings in the 
precinct. 

The east west orientation of the lanes places them the in shadow for most of the year. In contrast 
almost all lanes in the CBD run north south between the main and little streets with only small 
east-west branches running off them. In combination with the tortuous entry to Flanagan Lane 
and McLean Alley, and the relationship of the height of buildings to the width of the street, the 
precinct has a distinctive character, unique in the city. 
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Statement of Significance for Guildford Lane Heritage Precinct 

What is significant? 
Serving the retail and legal precincts, printers and associated small manufacturers and businesses, 
and located on the periphery of the city grid in an ordered town plan of small streets and a 
network of lanes, is the Guildford Lane precinct. It is one of few industrial locations to survive in 
the central city. Contributing to significance are the form of the public streets and lanes including 
side lanes, the form of private lanes and access-ways; and civic works in Guildford Lane, 
Sutherland Street, McLean Alley, Flanigan Lane and Zevenboom Lane, including street signs, 
bluestone kerb and channels and gutters, bluestone and asphalt paving, sewer siphons, service 
covers associated with previous use in the precinct e.g. Melbourne Water Works, Metropolitan 
Gas Co., Melbourne Hydraulic Co. etc. 

Adaptations to the town plan and buildings have been made to facilitate small vehicle access, 
including an absence of footpaths and awnings. The internal views are contained by the scale of 
the streets and buildings. 

The contributory building stock of mostly early twentieth century' structures has a consistent low 
scale and height and includes external fittings and features which project into the private and 
public lanes, including hoisting jibs, loading platforms, timber traffic fenders, external drains, 
fire-escapes, etc: and tenancy signs which indicate the previous use of contributory buildings in 
the precinct. There are a large number of contributory buildings which generally have a high 
level of external integrity. 

Places which contribute to significance in the Guildford Lane Precinct include those graded A, B, 
C and D in the Central Activities District Conservation Study; and places included on the 
Victorian Heritage Register which are within the primary period of significance for the precinct. 

Archaeological sites identified in the Melbourne CAD Archaeological Zoning Plan 

How is it significant? 
Guildford Lane precinct is of historical, architectural and aesthetic significance to the City of 
Melbourne. 

Why is it Significant 

Historical Significance 
The Guildford Lane Precinct is historically significant for its illustration of ordered but 
constrained re-division of the original 1837 Hoddle blocks for small-scale development. It is the 
best surviving example of small scale, early twentieth century industrial and warehousing 
building fabric. The cohesion of the precinct both in its regular plan and utilitarian building form 
demonstrates a distinctive function and use which contrasts strongly with the cornmercial facades 
of buildings in the adjoining main streets. 

The house and garden at 300 Queen Street is one of few to illustrate housing in the grid before 
the Gold Rush. 

Architectural Significance 
The Guildford Lane Precinct has architectural significance for its high level of integrity across 
remarkably uniform styles and materials up to an early twentieth century date; and for the pre 
1855 townscape of lanes and small streets. The buildings, while utilitarian and plain, present a 
striking mass of uniform face brick walls, rising from bluestone kerbs and cobbled lanes, with 
associated functional industrial details, including recessed downpipes, skewed access-ways, 
chamfered corners, and massive timber carriage doors. It is architecturally significant for its 
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illustration of small scale industrial and commercial buildings in central Melbourne from the 
early twentieth century. 

The house at 300 Queen Street, first constructed in 1847, has outstanding significance as a rare 
example of pre Gold Rush construction and design. 

Aesthetic Significance 
The precinct has aesthetic significance for the distinctive early twentieth century, urban industrial 
streetscape, with unusual closed vistas through the long, narrow, sloping lanes. 

Guildford Lane Heritage Precinct Summary Statement of Significance 

Set in the block formed by Little Lonsdale and Latrobe, and Queen and Elizabeth Streets, is a 
circuit of little streets and lanes forming a precinct of tarn-of-the-century brick warehouses and 
factories. The town plan of three, parallel, east west lanes within an original 1837 Hoddle block 
was established by 1855 and is unique in the city, where north south re-division is typical. The 
particularly tight configuration resulted in small-scale development which continued into the 
early twentieth century, and was not subject to the substantial further redevelopment typical 
elsewhere on larger sites. The almost universal use of red brick in colonial bond for walls, 
unrelieved by decoration or extraneous detail, and rising unrelieved from the boundary with the 
narrow lanes, has resulted in a unique industrial, urban form. 

Printers, stationers, boxmakers and other small manufacturers, wholesalers and warehousing, 
were located around the Guildford Lane precinct, to serve the retail core towards Elizabeth Street 
and the legal districts east and west. The precinct is one of few industrial locations to survive in 
the central city grid complete with consistent contributory building stock. It illustrates the way 
people worked in commerce and industry in the city in the early twentieth century. 
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14. 	Hardware Street Heritage Precinct 

Background History 

The Melbourne's generous street grid by Hoddle was perhaps devised with a large, prosperous, 
commercial and residential city in mind, but it did not accommodate demand for the large 
numbers of small houses; and the small industries and businesses that were needed to make the 
city function. As a result, private subdivision commenced soon after 1837. In part this must have 
been predicted, as evidenced in the inflated prices at early sales and the speculators amongst the 
first purchasers. 

Initially the blocks on the fringe of the commercial district became the workers suburbs — 
particularly north of Bourke Street and west of Elizabeth Street. Industry, warehousing and 
commerce tended to focus on the west, close to the port and docks and later to the transport 
provided by the railway. Small-scale residential tenements were interspersed amongst factories 
and warehouses, typically two-roomed cottages of stone, brick or wood, roofed in split shingles. 

Following the substantial increase in population which came with the gold rush of the 1850s, the 
central Melbourne grid filled and there was pressure for residential and commercial 
redevelopment. Proeschel's 1850 map of the Hardware Street precinct, shows just two lanes in 
the block north of Little Bourke Street and only a short lane to the south; but by 1855, Keaney's 
map shows most of the twelve of the north south lanes which survive today in existence. 

By the 1880s most of the small houses had been forced out of the middle city blocks between 
William and Russell Streets. Residential pockets persisted into the twentieth century in the 
northeast and North West of Melbourne's grid, but on the whole, the main streets and many of 
the "Little" streets were built up with commercial premises, shops, warehouses, offices and 
factories. 

By the 1860s the character of the Hardware Street precinct was established (although south of 
Little Bourke Street, Hardware Street itself was yet to come). Many warehouses and factories, 
were connected to the horse and transport trade. Kirk's Horse Bazaar, a sprawling complex of 
stables and sales rings, ran between Bourke and Little Bourke Streets, Kirk's Lane (formerly 
Vengeance Lane) marks its former western extremity. Saddlers, carriage builders, harness 
factories, and, when the horse was no longer useful, Cockbill the knacker congregated around the 
bazaar. Row-houses survived along some of the innermost laneways, but most had succumbed in 
the 1880s to more warehouses including the distinctive groups of multistorey nineteenth century 
warehouses as 55, 60 and 63-67 Hardware Street, Marks Buildings and Spicers & Detmold in 
Niagara Lane. 

The 1900 MMWB Plan for Melbourne reveals only a few sites with a residential form in the 
Hardware Street Precinct, with most allotments now fully covered. The generally narrow frontage 
had remained. There were many separate premises with independent business activities. 

By the 1960s the commercial uses of the area had waned and back-lane buildings were in a 
hiatus. Low rents encouraged artists and other fringe users to take warehouse spaces for studios 
and living spaces. Mirka Mora initially "camped" in one Rankins Lane warehouse, while the 
Niagara Lane Gallery became the focus of new young artists in Melbourne. 

The north south orientation enables the potential for direct sun to the lanes for short periods each 
day, throughout of the year, in contrast to the gloom of the Guildford Lane Precinct. The 
frequency of lanes intersecting Little Bourke Street and the active frontages within them, 
combined with the reasonably consistent height of buildings, narrow width of individual 
frontages and the pedestrian scale of the narrow streets has lead to a precinct with a distinctive, 
active, pedestrian oriented character, unique in the city. 
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Statement of Significance for Hardware Street Heritage Precinct 

What is significant? 
A network of small freeholds fronting a large network of small streets and lanes developed as 
both a living and working place in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, with fine-
grain development at a human scale within the generally large scale and commercial grid layout 
of the city. 

Contributing to significance are the form of the public streets and lanes including side lanes, the 
form of private lanes and access-ways; and civic works including bluestone kerb, channels and 
gutters, bluestone paving and contributory service covers, street signs and street furniture for: 
Little Bourke Street between Elizabeth and Queen Streets, White Hart Lane, Warburton Alley, 
Warburton Lane, Niagara Lane, Hardware Street (also known as Hardware Lane), Goldie Place, 
Kirks Lane, Platypus Alley, Racing Club Lane, Rankins Lane, Somerset Place. 

Small scale, utilitarian development of generally two to four storey masonry buildings abuts the 
network of lanes. Some include external fittings and features which project into the private and 
public lanes, including hoisting jibs, loading platform, timber traffic fenders, external drains, fire-
escapes, etc. and tenancy signs which indicate the previous use in the precinct. 

Despite the narrow public spaces, the small building scale ensures that direct sunlight to most 
lane and street surfaces occurs in the middle hours of the day throughout the year. Most 
streetscapes have a skyline silhouette of contributory buildings. The precinct has a strong 
pedestrian character. 

Places which contribute to significance in the Hardware Street Precinct include those graded A, 
B, C and D in the Central Activities District Conservation Study; and places included on the 
Victorian Heritage Register which are within the primary period of significance for the precinct. 

Archaeological sites identified in the Melbourne CAD Archaeological Zoning Plan 

How is it significant? 
Hardware Street precinct is of historical, architectural and aesthetic significance to the City of 
Melbourne. 

Why is it Significant 

Historical Significance 
The formal_ pattern of the original 1837 Hoddle survey for Melbourne was overlaid by an 
informal private re-division of secondary streets and lanes. North-south streets and lanes were 
commonly inserted to satisfy the demand for small-scale industrial and residential development. 
The Hardware Street Precinct is historically significant for its illustration of this typical pattern. 
Replacing early small-scale residential buildings in part, it is a large and cohesive example of 
small scale, early twentieth century industrial and warehousing functions within the city, set 
within a complex arrangement of small allotments and lanes. 

Architectural Significance 
The Hardware Street Precinct has architectural significance for its reasonably uniform, nineteenth 
and early twentieth century urban form comprising narrow, utilitarian, 
industrial/commercial/warehouse structures, generally of two to four storeys. Often plain, they 
form distinctive groups through their relatively uniform pedestrian address to the street, vertical 
emphasis and reasonable integrity to a 1920s date. Architecturally significant for its townscape of 
lanes and small streets developed from before 1850 to the early twentieth century. 
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Aesthetic Significance 
The precinct has aesthetic significance for the network of distinctive early twentieth century, 
urban industrial/commercial/ warehouse small-scale streetscapes. 

Hardware Street Heritage Precinct Summary Statement of Significance 

The laneways of Melbourne's CBD served an essential role in the commercial and social life of 
the city from an early date. They are the fine grain pattern of living and working places in the 
city, adding variety at a human scale within the strictly ordered street grid. The Hardware Street 
precinct comprises late nineteenth and early twentieth manufacturing, wholesale and 
warehousing buildings, set in a group of mostly north south lanes of varying dimensions, all 
springing off Little Bourke Street between Elizabeth and Queen Street. 

Small freeholds characterise the distinctive urban form, reflecting the city as a small business 
work-place in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

The principal period of development contributing to cultural significance is pre 1850 to the 
1920s. 
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