
Guildford Lane and the network of lanes around it was established by 1855. Guildford Lane runs east off Queen 
Street, and after about 20m, the L-shaped Flannigan Lane and MacLean Alley branch off, to run behind the 
buildings facing Guildford Lane, and they all meet Sutherland Street, which runs north-south from Little Lons-
dale to La Trobe Street. There are unnamed L shaped lanes running off Flannigan Lane to the west and Suther-
land Street to the south that provide further access to Latrobe Street. The buildings facing Guildford Lane form 
their own small-scale streetscape, a city block within a block, at a much tighter, smaller scale. The precinct 
includes all buildings facing onto Guildford Lane, and one facing Sutherland Street, and the rear of the remain-
ing pre WWII buildings backing onto the lanes. The fabric of the lanes, mostly bluestone kerbs and gutters, is 
also included. All except one of the buildings facing the lanes date from the 1880s to the 1930s, built for light 
industrial or warehousing purposes, with one residential development from 1999.  Except for two buildings at 
the east end (the bluestone walls of former stables of the Buckshead Hotel at 15-21 Sutherland Street which may 
date from the 1850s, and the rendered brick wall of the building at 20 Sutherland Street), all the buildings facing 
Guildford Lane are in unadorned red brick, and none more than 4 storeys.

The Guildford Lane Precinct is unique within the central city. It is based around an east-west lane where north-
south lanes are more typical. The creation of what is effectively a small street of buildings, complete with its 
own back lanes, in a particularly tight configuration, within a major city block, is not repeated in the CBD. This 
significance is enhanced by the building stock which is remarkably consistent, all a similar low scale, all in an 
industrial style, predominantly of red brick, unrelieved by decoration or extraneous detail, rising straight from 
the boundaries, which has resulted in a precinct of unique character. The rear lanes have a similar character on 
an even tighter scale, though the ‘lanescapes’ are interrupted by the rear facades of modern development facing 
the main streets in most locations. This intense older industrial character is remarkably intact, and contrast 
strongly with the grander buildings on the city’s main streets, demonstrating the role of the lanes as cheaper land 
for activities that did not require high visibility, but still benefitted from a central city location.
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