
19 May 2016 

City of Melbourne 
City Planning and Infrastructure,  
PO Box 1603 
Melbourne  Vic  3001 
planning@melbourne.vic.gov.au 

 
 

RE: TP-2016-320, 50 Latrobe Street, Demolition of Burton’s Livery and development of 
multistorey building  
 
Melbourne Heritage Action objects to this application and urges the City of Melbourne to act to save 
the historic building on the site. 
 
It is a building of such charm and historical importance that it seems outrageous that it could just be 
demolished simply because the City of Melbourne hasn’t acted on recommendations for listing. 
 
We do not believe that saving the building, or at least a part of it, would mean that a big apartment  
tower could not be built. In fact it would seem to be a simple matter to modify the design to 
accommodate the obvious heritage value of the old Livery building, at the very least the façade or 
front portion. 
 
We are happy to meet with any of the stakeholders or decision makers to explore options for this 
preservation. 
 
 
Previous requests for listing 
 
The building had not been assessed for an HO previously because the only review of individual 
places in the CBD that has progressed since 1984 was in 2011, but this review was restricted to the 
CCZ, and this triangle of the CBD is, oddly, outside that boundary. If it had been included, as a C 
grade building, it would most likely have an HO by now. 
 
We wrote to Council concerning this ‘missed’ building and others in the immediate vicinity in 2011, 
which resulted in a recommendation for a ‘mini precinct’ including this building and three other 
adjacent buildings in 2012. However, the Future Melbourne Committee decided to ignore this 
report, which resulted in the demolition of the twin to this building at 40 Latrobe Street in 2014. 
 
The heritage report into those buildings noted that this one was worthy of protection for its 
historical, architectural and aesthetic significance.  
 
We followed up the failure to list with repeated requests to the City of Melbourne to act to 
individually list this and other buildings in Latrobe Street.  
 
Due to a shocking lack of response, we wrote to the Minister for Planning on the 12th February 2015 
asking for action on the heritage listing of this building, but received no response. 
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Significance of the Building 
 
The façade of the building has an obvious aesthetic appeal and significance as an elegant, intact, late 
19th century Italianate design. The ground level was constructed in 1868, featuring large arched 
windows and doorway separated by pilasters. The top level, added in 1887, features a tall parapet, 
and three pairs of double arched windows, each set within stilted arched openings, divided by 
matching pilasters. The survival of the ground level intact is very rare in the CBD for a commercial 
Victorian era building. 
 
It is also significant as a rare, possibly unique, surviving example of a coach business in the central 
city. The Burton Bros Livery business began here in 1862, and remained in operation until 1920, 
when the reliance on horse transport significantly diminished. It covered a much larger area (see 
diagram below), with a matching brick building at 40 Latrobe Street, built in 1890, together with an 
open yard between them.  
 
The building remaining at 50 Latrobe Street is one of the few, possibly only place associated with the 
sale, maintenance and construction of carriages, left in the central city.  
 
 
Planning Context 
 
The building is already graded C, but as explained above does not have an HO.  
 
This should not mean that the historical significance is simply ignored and the building demolished.  
 
We would like to see this building treated in the same as 71 City Rd Southbank, a graded building 
that has also missed out until now on an HO. 
 
We note that the proposed design includes a walk-through ‘laneway’ partly under the building, and 
that this is located exactly where the historic building lies on the site.  
 
This may have been proposed as the kind of ‘public good’ that would allow a higher plot ratio and 
lesser setbacks than those introduced by Amendment C262. While these so controls do not apply on 
this particular site, this is only by virtue of it being (mistakenly) outside the CCZ, and they should be 
taken a guide to good development form.  
 
We suggest that the value of a walk –through here seems marginal at best, seeing as it does not lead 
on from any popular laneways or walk throughs across Latrobe Street, nor does it lead anywhere 
desirable; instead it ends at the significant barrier of Victoria Street, at a point where there are no 
traffic lights. The portion along Bell Place between the Mackenzie Tower and the recently approved 
Conservatory next door is also completely un-activated, and in fact appears to be mainly carpark 
access.  It seems likely that any walk-through would only be used by those few people in the 
apartments around who are themselves wishing to get to the shops within or around the immediate 
area.  
 
A better ‘public good’ in our opinion would be the retention of an important part of Melbourne’s 
built heritage. 
 
 
Options for retaining the building.  
 



There are various ways in which the heritage value of the building can be maintained while still 
allowing a large development. 
 
Firstly, the building is a relatively rare one with notable internal structure that expresses its function 
and should be retained if at all possible.  
 
The top level of the rear 2/3 of the building features an open span, open-plan timber trussed pitched 
roof, topped by lantern lighting, typical of 19th century industrial premises. This may have been a 
double height open workshop space, some or all of which should be retained. 
 
Option 1  - No ‘laneway’, and retaining heritage building in full or in part. 
 
The heritage building becomes a larger retail space within the development. The lobby is located on 
Latrobe Street. Part of the tower could be built over the retained building on legs through the roof.  
Alternatively, only the front office portion of the building could be retained, with new built form 
behind.  
 
Option 2 – ‘Laneway’ located next to the retained building / frontage. 
 
The heritage building becomes retail as above, with a narrow ‘lane’ space between its side wall and 
that of the lobby facing Latrobe Street. 
 
Option 3 ‘Laneway’ runs through opened up arches. 
The three arches of the ground level of the heritage building are opened up; this is not ideal as they 
are unusually intact, including perhaps the original door. The front part only could be retained, or 
the whole building as for option 1, but as a walk-through space. 
 
Conclusion 
 
We hope that the obvious heritage value of the building on this site is taken into account. 
 
We are happy to work with the proponents to develop a solution satisfactory to all parties. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Rohan Storey 
Vice -President 
Melbourne Heritage Action 
 
 



   
50 Latrobe           40 Latrobe (demolished 2014) 
 
 

 
Burton Livery c1896 
-Whole site outlined in orange 
-50 Latrobe on left in bright red 
-40 Latrobe (demolished) on right in dark red 
 



 
Upper level interior, 50 La Trobe Street  
Note timber trusses and lantern roof light. 
 
 

 
 
Option 2 – Heritage Building retained as retail, narrow lane adjacent, lobby on Latrobe Street. 
 


